
The Friends of Boothe Park, lnc. is an a旧voluntee「 501(C)3 organization in Stratford,

CT (S21 , H120), Which manages the Museum function at the Town-OWned Boothe

Memo「iai Park & Museum in St「atfo「d, C丁. We offer schooi p「ograms, Museum

tou「S, and an Amual May Opening Day Event, f「ee-Of-Charge to the PubIic, and aiso

raise funds through Speciai events, tWO times a year. We were fortunate to 「eceive

CT CuItural Fund suppo「自n 2022, and again in 2023, Which has had a t「emendous

POSitive impact on ou「 organization and the public we serve.

VVe have read that the Gove「no「’s budget 「etu「ns State funding fo「 a巾S, Cultu「e, and

tourism to 2019 1eveIs, Which was inadequate then and is even iess adequate now, If

We gO back to p「e葛Pandemic funding leveis, the State w旧OSe the

COnSide「abIe investments it made in these secto「s in the FY2022/2023 budget.

Piease consider, at $1.1 1 pe「 capita, Pre-Pandemic State funding,for tourism ranks

Iowest among ou「 neighbors-Rhode lsland ($5.05), New Yo「k ($3.07), and

Massachusetts ($1.65)-making it d櫛cuIt to ∞mPete for tourists in those markets.

Comecticut Arts A帖ance, Connecticut Humanities, and Comecticut Tourism

Coalition have wo「ked togethe「 On an Arts, Culture, and Tourism Funding

Roadmap that offe「s legisIato「s a guide to meaningfuIJ reliable, and equitable

investment in these important contributors to the State’s economy and

WO rkfo rce.

The Roadmap add「esses the histo「icaI unde血nding, by p「oposing an investment

thatis:

●　At a ievel that fu=y supports tou「ism and cultu「aI o「ganizations in

making Comecticut a mo「e attractive piace to visit, WOrk, and =ve.

●　Consistent over time to minimize ope「atio=al disruption, imp「ove long-

term pIaming and sustainabiIity, and maximize the retum on the

State’s investment.

. Dist「ibuted so that arts and cuituraI o「ganizations -- eSPeCia=y those

that have been historica=y under-「eSOu「Ced一一have equal access to

funding opportunities, and so that Connecticut can compete with

neighborlng StateS fo「 visito「S.

・ Backed up by met「ics and data that demonstrate value,

●　Administe「ed by trusted pubiic and private partners to ensure

accountab冊y.

Comecticut’s arts, Cuitu「e, and tou「ism secto「 is comprised of more than l ,000

O「ganizations, and 「ep「esents $40 B冊On (13.4%) of the State Domestic Product,丁he

SeCtOr directIy and indi「ectIy empIoys a workforce of 175,000. When adequately



funded, State investments retu「n $3 in revenues fo「 each $1 invested, and 「etu「ns begin

to be 「eaiized in the same fiscai year.

The CT CuItu「al Funds Ope「ating Support g「ant funds 「eceived by the F「iends of

Boothe Pa「k in 2022 enabled us to develop a functional website, Which not only enables

us to te= ou「 sto「y and p「ovide而omation about planning a visit and va「ious events to

the Public, but also allows them to purchase tickets to speciaI events, become

membe「s, make onIine donations, and stay info「med via email contact. In 2023, the

Cultu「ai Funds Ope「ating Support grant funds w川enable us to o「ganize space fo「 back-

O珊Ce aCtivities, tO incIude the storage and maintenance of B○○the archival materiaIs, an

exhibits p「eparation wo「kspace, a iibrary a「ea, and a reco「ds f航g area.

ln behalf of the F「iends of Boothe Pa「k, lnc. organization, I wish to thank the Committee

members fo「 their kind conside「ation, and u「ge you to use the Funding Roadmap

mentioned ea「iier, tO enSure that the conside「able investment the LegisIature made in

the arts, Cultu「e, and tourism in the cu「rent budget is not lost.

Please do not a=ow the Gove「no「’s budget to take us backwa「ds!


